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As part of The Radical Challenge  we are asking our Mount 
Pleasant church family to prayerfully and sacrificially give so we can 
provide clean drinking water for those in desperate need. 
The Living Water Project is going to be on-going for at least one year, and 
the amount of proceeds will determine what we are able to do. Proceeds 
will be spent in the following areas:

Filtering Pots     Family Filtering Pots     Community Wells  
Community Filtration Systems

Here are a few ideas to prayerfully consider:

Tap Water Challenge
Drink only tap water and give what you would spend each 
week on beverages (home & dining out) to the Living Water 
Project.

Drink Matching
Match the amount spent on non-tap water beverages to the 
Living Water Project.

Keep the Change
Accumulate “leftover” change (dollars & coins) from purchases 
to give to the Living Water Project.

Water Exchange
Sell something you own and give the proceeds to the Living 
Water Project.

Create Your Own Challenge
Be creative in finding ways to give to the Living Water Project.



 

If you combined the number of hours worked in one 
week by all of the employees at Wal*Mart, UPS, 
McDonald's, IBM, Target and Kroger, it would still be 
less than the hours spent in one day by women 
collecting water for basic human needs.

In addition to being time consuming, water collection 
is backbreaking labor. Three jerry cans of water 
weigh as much as a baby giraffe.

On top of it all, the water collected is often from 
polluted sources.
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Diarrhea is responsible for nearly one in five 
deaths of children under five worldwide. That's 
one  preventable death every twenty seconds.

The problem is more prevalent in the 
developing world due in large part to the lack 
of safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene.

Children in these poor environments often 
carry 1,000 parasitic worms in their body at any 
one time.
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The majority of world illness is caused by fecal 
matter. More than 80% of sewage in developing 
countries is discharged untreated. This pollutes 
rivers, lakes and coastal areas.

Construction of a sanitary toilet only 
costs about $30.
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Nearly ten percent of the global disease 
burden is preventable with improvements to 
water supply, sanitation, hygiene and water 
resource management.

At any given time, half of the world’s hospital 
beds are occupied by patients suffering from 
diseases associated with lack of access to safe 
drinking water, inadequate sanitation and poor 
hygiene. 

Guinea Worm Disease, caused by drinking dirty 
water, is just one such malady; the worms can 
grow up to 3 feet long in the body.
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Some 1.1 billion people in developing countries 
have inadequate access to water, and 2.6 billion 
lack basic sanitation.

Water problems and poverty go hand in hand; 
almost two in three people lacking access to 
clean water survive on less than $2 a day, with 
half of those living on less than $1 per day. 

Poor people in the slums often pay 5-10 times 
more per liter of water than wealthy people 
living in the same city.

The UN suggests that each person needs just 
20-50 liters of safe freshwater for basic needs – 
drinking, cooking and cleaning.

By contrast, the average American uses 
between 400-650 liters of water a day at home.

Bottled Solution?Bottled Solution?
The average price of tap water is 15 
thousandths of a cent ($0.0015) per gallon, 
while bottled water averages $10 per gallon.

That means bottled water is ten thousand times 
more expensive than tap, which is really 
something since 40% of all bottled water is taken 
from municipal water sources (aka tap water).

It takes three times the amount of water to 
produce a bottle of water as it does to fill it. 

It also takes 17 million barrels of oil a year to 
produce plastic water bottles. That's enough to 
fuel 1 million cars for the entire year. 

Of those bottles, only one in five is recycled; 
the other four contribute to the 3 billion yearly 
pounds of waste from plastic water bottles.


